There are various congenital malformations incident to the human subject which come under the notice of the pathologist, and which surgical skill can remedy.
One of these is defect of the upper lip in the form of fissure affecting one or both sides. The deficiency is usually situated on either side of the mesial line, and replaces the natural elevations or ridges, running from the nostrils to the edge of the lip. The gap extends more or less completely to the nostrils and has a somewhat triangular appearance, the inferior angles connected with the margin of the lip being more or less rounded.
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